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The main underlying food safety concern
with clones is whether the cloning process
has any influence on the composition of
animal food products. There is no
fundamental reason to suspect that clones
would produce novel toxins or allergens.
Several studies examining the composition
of products derived from animal clones to
those derived from non-cloned cattle found
that there were no obvious differences in the
composition of milk or meat from cloned
cows (Norman and Walsh 2004; Takahashi
and Ito 2004; Tian et al 2005; Tome et al
2004; Walsh et al 2003).The FDA’s Center
for Veterinary Medicine is ultimately
responsible for evaluating the food safety and animal health implications of cloning, as well as its
environmental impact (Rudenko et al 2004). Their draft risk assessment on livestock cloning
(http://www.fda.gov/cvm/Documents/CLRAES.pdf) states that “the current weight of evidence
suggests that there are no biological reasons, either based on underlying scientific assumptions or
empirical studies, to indicate that consumption of edible products from clones of cattle, pigs, sheep or
goats poses a greater risk than consumption of those products from their non-clone counterparts”
(Animal Cloning: A Risk Assessment. FDA DRAFT Executive Summary, 10/2003.)
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