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Land mass of  Australia ~ mainland U.S.A.  
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Australia is a land of well-
known, contemporary cities… 
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Strange sports like Australian Rules 
Football game –shown here at 

Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) 
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…and lots of beef cattle!! 
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United States (x 106) Australia (x 106) 

35.7 

1.1 

.8 (on feed) 

13.6 
(on feed) 

12.5 

.39 

43.2 

Seedstock Cows 

Commercial Cows + replacements 

Other Beef Animals (calves, steers, heifers and bulls) 

10.6 
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US versus Australian Beef 
Industry 

US Australia 

# Beef operations 766,350 40,188 

Average herd size 122 605 

Herds < 100 head 
          # Producers (%) 

 
692,050 (90%) 

 
12,017  (30%) 

        million  cows (%)        14.4      (49%)          0.4      (3%) 

Herds > 500 head 
          # Producers (%) 

 
      5,850   (0.8%) 

 
11,042   (27%) 

         million cows (%)        5.1      (16%)           10.3   (80%) 

# Feedlots 82,170 712 

Million Fed (2009) 26.0 2.3 
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California: Population 36,961,664 
Australia: Population 22,328,800 
Sheep population ~ 100,000,000 
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Alison Van Eenennam, Jack and Barbara 
Cowley, Barbara and Juan Medrano, and 
host Wayne Upton (AGBU – Australia)  
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Region 11: Located to the north-east of Melbourne is the Yarra Valley. 
Region 6: Western district and Great Ocean Road  
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Tom and Olivia  
Lawson’s 

“Paringa Livestock” 
(www.paringalivestock.com.au) 

•Charolais,  
•Red Angus, and 
•Stabilizer bulls 
 
“The focus of Paringa 
is to use performance 
recording and all of 
the available tools to 
obtain accurate EBVs 
to identify the best 
genetics”.  

http://www.paringalivestock.com.au/
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A single entity does genetic evaluations for all breeds 
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Gestation Length EBVs are estimates of genetic differences between animals 
in the number of days from the date of conception to the calf birth date. 
Gestation Length EBVs are expressed in days and are calculated from the joining 
date and birth date records for calves conceived by either AI or Hand Mating.  
 
Days to Calving EBVs are estimates of genetic differences between animals in 
time from the start of the joining period (i.e. when the female is introduced to a 
bull) until subsequent calving. Days to Calving EBVs are expressed in days and 
are calculated from the joining records submitted for females. 
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Yarra Valley Winery 
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Topic: Where in the beef cattle supply chain might 
DNA tests generate value 

www.smogenomics.org 
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Conference Banquet (at MCG) Dress: Evening informal 
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Post-conference tour 
of the Western district 
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The herd now spans 1600 breeding cows, under the 
management of Tom Gubbins and brother-in-law, 
Hamish McFarlane, at Mortlake in Western Victoria. 
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Andrew Gubbins Tom Gubbins Tom’s Dog 
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Animals are kept in large (>300) 
contemporary groups to achieve more 
effective progeny in each group 
“The phenotype (what you see) is made up of the genotype (inherited factors) 
plus the environment (all other factors).  If we put animals in large groups 
where the environment is the same, then we can compare genotypes.”  Tom G. 
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They also progeny test a significant cast of sires 
each year - both on-property and through the 
Team Te Mania commercial progeny test herds 
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The motto of Te Mania Angus is “breeding 
better beef”, and they have developed a 
partnership with Australian beef cattle 
producers called “Team Te Mania”. Team 
members work together to produce high 
quality beef cattle and collectively market 
them through a nationally recognized brand. 
 

Established in 1995, this commercial alliance 
incorporates breeding stock throughout 
Victoria, New South Wales and South 
Australia. 
 

Team members have access to the latest 
genetics of the Te Mania Angus nucleus herd 
through a bull leasing program and 
discounted (cost price) artificial insemination. 
The bull leasing program is backed by a 48-
hour replacement guarantee. The Team 
program is based on the eventual exclusive 
use of Te Mania Angus genetics in Team 
herds. There is a phase-in period while bulls 
in each member's herd are gradually replaced 
with Team Te Mania lease bulls and/or 
subsidized semen. The progeny of all Team Te 
Mania semen and lease bulls become the 
property of the Team member although all 
male progeny must be castrated.  
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Long Fed / CAAB $Index 
Suitable for a self-replacing commercial herd in temperate 
Australia targeting the production of steers for the long-
fed markets that value marbling and 600 day growth. 

ECONOMICALLY –RELEVANT TRAIT 

Calving ease direct 

Calving ease daughters 

Birth weight 

600 day weight 

Mature cow weight 

Milk 

Days to calving 

Eye muscle area 

Retail beef yield (%) 

Intramuscular Fat % 
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Genetic trend for Angus Long Fed / CAAB $Index 
  

Estimates the genetic differences between animals in net profitability per cow joined for a high 
fertility self replacing commercial Angus herd in temperate Australia targeting pasture grown steers 
with a 270 day feedlot finishing period for the high quality, high marbled Japanese export market. 
Steers are assumed marketed at 740 kg live weight (420 kg HSCW and 25 mm P8 fat depth) at 26 
months of age. Significant emphasis is placed on marbling and 600 day growth 
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DNA Testing? “Te Mania Angus will use DNA Estimated 
Molecular Breeding Values (EMBV) once the traits are 
calibrated for Australian conditions and cattle. We need to 
wait until we know what effect they will have on the herd 
before we can apply this technology.”  Tom Gubbins 
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Breakfast with the lot! 
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The Twelve Apostles 
Great Ocean Road 
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Australian beef breeders take 
their profession very seriously! 

Van Eenennaam 11/16/2011 

Car parked 
near 
inner-city 
Melbourne 
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Partial funding for ranch tour provided by “Applied Genomics 
for Sustainable Livestock Breeding” Professional Development 
Program for California grant from Western Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) to ALV. 


