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Where do producers get their 
breeding information from? 

Extension, University, Vo-Ag 55.3% 

Veterinarian 77.5% 

Beef Magazines 69.8% 

Producer/Breed Association 44.5% 

Other Producers 66.6% 

Salespersons or Company Rep 41.0% 

Consultants 16.7% 

Electronic Media 29.7% 

Internet 25.7% 
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Genetic improvement has 
improved animal productivity 
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The basis of selection is the 
resemblance between relatives 
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Genotype 

Environment Phenotype 
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Interpreting an EPD 

Sire X has a weaning weight EPD of +20. 

 

Relative to the average animal born in a 
designated year , sire X is superior to 
that average animal by 20 pounds.   

 



Animal Biotechnology and Genomics Education  

What is the value of that?  

http://dss.ansci.iastate.edu 

http://dss.ansci.iastate.edu/
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So a +20 WW EPD worth 
~ $19 x 20 = $380/year 
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DNA-based biotechnologies have a 
range of potential applications in cattle 

production systems 

• Animal Identification and parentage     
identification 

• DNA testing for                            
genetic defects 

• Marker-assisted          
selection  

• Whole genome-                 
enabled selection – increase the 
accuracies of EPDS at birth ??????? 
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California to host BIF 2009!  
Mark your calendars! 

http://www.calcattlemen.org/bif2009.html 


