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Should you use this bull?  
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Selection criteria  
ï informal survey!  

ÂOnly if he looks right  

ÂOnly if he has marbling 

ÂOnly if he has the right DNA 

ÂOnly if he has the right pedigree  
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The basis of selection is the 
resemblance between relatives  
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What you would really like to 
know is the future  performance 
of his unborn calves !!  
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Should you use this bull?  
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What if I told you these 
calves belonged to the bull?  
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What if I told you these 
were his daughtersô calves?  
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Animal breeders use records of an animals 
own performance and that of its relatives 
to predict an animalôs genetic merit or 

ESTIMATED BREEDING VALUE (EBV) 
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Challenge for breeders is to identify 
those individuals that have the best 

breeding values at a young age  

 

ǧG =  intensity of selection  X  
 

 accuracy of identifying the good ones X  
 

     genetic variation in the population /  
 

                 generation interval  
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How can I increase my 
accuracy of  identifying the 
good ones?  

ÂRecords, records, records (BREEDPLAN) 

ÂTreating all animals in a group the same 

ÂDNA testing??? 

 

 


